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Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring Scheme 
 

Goal: to use common birds as indicators  
Source of data: national/ regional monitoring schemes 

 

www.ebcc.info/pecbm.html 
27 countries, 163 species in 

2014 
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500m 

Standardised methods 

Volunteer fieldworkers  > 11 000 



Species indices  

Main PECBMS outputs 
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All common species (135) Forest species (29) Farmland species (36)

EBCC/RSPB/BirdLife/Statistics Netherlands

Common bird indicators  

More on http:// www.ebcc.info/pecbm  

Streptopelia turtur
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Decline of farmland birds in Europe 

 

numbers & biomass ό±ƻǌƝǑŜƪ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмлύ 

 



Main driving forces: changes in land-use and 

intensification   
1950s 

1980s 



Future of farmland birds in Europe? 

Risk assessment framework 

predicted EFBI in 2020 

Butler et al.: Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 2010 
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Forest birds in Europe 

 

 



Forest birds in Europe 

 

 



Forest birds in Europe 

Niche based indicator 

 

 

Wade et al. (2014) A Niche-Based Framework to Assess Current Monitoring of 

European Forest Birds and Guide Indicator Speciesô Selection. PLoS ONE 9(5). 
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(A) Weighted population trend of species predicted to gain 

range in response to climatic change (30 species)
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(B) Weighted population trend of species predicted to lose 

range in response to climatic change (92 species)

Species predicted to decline are already declining 

Species predicted to increase are already increasing 

Impact of climate change on European birds 

Gregory et al. 2009. PLoS ONE 4(3): e4678. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0004678  



Migrants 

 

 

Vickery et al 2014. Ibis 156:1-22. 


